TheAlberoof the Iconographyof the Beheadingf St John the Baptist
by Caravaggio, 1608.
By John T. Spike, Réay 2021

6th century Asia Minor / Mesopotamia

ThePresentation of the Head of Jo

the Baptistat the Banquet of Herod
Atright W2 Ky Qa RA a OA
decapitated body left behind in the

prison The scene is flanked by the bus
of Moses and David, who hold scrolls
with prophesies of martyrdom.

CodexSinopensisfolio 10 verso,
Bibliotheque Nationale de Paris,
Manuscrits occidentaux, suppl. grec 12¢

Thispage in the Sinope Gospéets .
one of the earliest representations ghs
of the death of St. John the Baptist
The proteByzantine style indicates &
6!h-century painter in
Constantinople, Syria or
Mesopotamia.
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The Sinope miniature does not disp E7EE A =
any of the iconographical motifs in

/ I NI @|Beh8axligg®é08. The
bluish figure with pointing lines on tl e _
wall has been interpreted as a sundia

The rare subject dV2 Ky Q& RA gqeréodfs,s bagqéélgggi glrjéfl 0
finding his bodys the antecedent of  Roslin Gospels, Walters Art Galle
the subject of theBurial of St. John theBaltimore, Maryland.

Baptist. @




Banquet of Herod with the dance of
Salome

FrescoSaint John Abbey, Mustair, Canton of
Grisons, Switzerland.

The Benedictine abbey in Mdlistair in
the Alps was founded by Charlemagne
c. 775. This Romanesque freszcourved
in a small apse, part of an extensive cyc
completed at the end of the X2century.

At left: the prison is seen as a castle tov
GAOK | 0F NNBR R22N
headless body falls out. The executione
holds up his sword. His other hand low:
0KS . FLWAadQa KSI R
by a servant.

Antecedentdor two motifsin Caravaggio 1608
3. Archedportal of the prison
7.Executioneholdsii KS KFANJ 2F (0KS . I LJA



1230LaSauve Bordeaux, France

Capital with the
Beheadingf St
John the Baptist
and theBanquet
of Herod Sauve
Majeure Abbey,
Gironde

Antecedentdor two motifsin Caravaggio 1608

2. Barredprisonwindow
7.Executioneholdsii KS KFANJ 2F (0KS . I LJOA
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Battistero di San Giovanni, Firendesignedoy anunidentifed
Florentinepainter

Antecedentdor three motifsin Caravaggio 1608

2. Barredprisonwindow
3 Archedportal of the prison o )
8. Executioneholdst KS KIFANJ 2+ U0UKS . I LJU A«



13291336 Florence
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MHSt. John the Baptist
Visited in Prison by his
Disciples
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Beheadingf St John the Baptist.

Andrea Pisano (1329336), two bronze,
guadrilobed relief sculptures on the sout
door of the Baptistery in Florence, ca.
1330-1336.

Antecedentdor two motifsin Caravaggio 1608
2. Barredprisonwindow

8. Execution in the street in front of the prison.
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c. 1320¢ 1350 Rimini

Baronzig Giovanni (Rimini, c. 1320
1350),Beheadingf St John the
Baptist and theBanquetof Herod
1330 35, Metropolitan Museum of
Art, New York.

Antecedentdor two motifsin Caravaggio 1608
1. Fountainof Blood

2. Barredprisonwindow
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Giovanndel Biondo(Florence, doc. 1356 to 13983eheadingf John
the Baptist panel from the St John the Baptikirmerly the altarpiece
in thethe Ginorichapel in the church of San Lorenzo in Florekdgzi

Antecedentfor three motifs in Caravaggio 1608

1. Fountainof Blood
2. Barredprisonwindow
7.Executioneholdsi KS KI ANJ 2F GKS . I LJOA.
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Lorenzo Monaco, Beheading
of St John the Baptist and the
= Banquet of Herod, 1380-90,

| Louvre, Paris

Antecedentdor two motifsin
Caravaggio 1608

1. Fountainof Blood

2. Barredprisondoor



Tomasino da Vimercataftributed to, (activeMilan, c. 139Q
1415),Beheadingf St John the Baptist, 1410, V&A
Museum, London.

This cutout initial came from a larger liturgical manuscript

Antecedentdor two motifsin Caravaggio 1608
1. Fountainof blood

2. Barredprisonwindow



1426 Florence
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Antecedentdor five motifs in Caravaggio 1608

2. Barredprisonwindow

5. Jailercommandghe executioners

7. An executioneholdsii KS KIF ANJ 2F (KS
8. Execution in the street in front of the prison.

9. W2 Krgd@armentisa symbol omartyrdom

MasaccioBeheadingf St John the Baptist426, pala di Pis&erlin
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14351445Catalonia
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BernatMartorell (L390¢ 1452)wasanimportant LateGothicpainterin
Catalonia ThisBeheadingdf St John the Baptist4351445,Museu
Nacionald'Art de CatalunyaBarcelonaisfrom the predella of an
altarpieceof the two SaintsJohn. Thdacesof the Executionerland of

Herodhavebeenscratchedout.

Antecedentdor three motifsin Caravaggio 1608

1. Fountainof blood

2. Barredprisonwindow

7.Executioneholdsi KS KFANJ 2F 0KS . F LI A
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1435 Castiglione Olonhombard
EE .. '- JJ_,u__""_“ R\

T e e R T

il T b E TR T R P et e Y |
Masolino Da Panical&eheadingf John The Baptisi435.
Baptisteryof San Giovanni Battista, Castiglione Olona.

Antecedentdor three motifsin Caravaggio 1608

1. Fountainof Blood
2. Barredprisonwindow

9.W2 Krgd@armentisa symbol ofnartyrdom



1447 Slena
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Sano di Pietro (1405481),Beheadingf St. John the Baptist. 1447,
Pushkin Museumyloscow

Antecedentdor three motifsin Caravaggio 1608
1. Fountainof Blood
2. Barredprisonwindow

9.W2 Krgd@armentisa symbol ofmartyrdom
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nis tala) inter adg of Saint John the Baptist,
Mid-15th century, c. 1450, Metropolitan Museum of Art, NYC.

Antecedentdor four motifsin Caravaggio 1608

1. Fountainof Blood

2. Barredprisonwindow

7.Executioneholdsthe hairof the. I LJiheadld Q4
12. Executionergivesthe . | LJ{Head foGalome*



14551460 Siena
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DA2OI VYA RA
John the Baptistisitedin
Prisonby hisdisciples

Beheadingf St John the

Baptist Hp)
Art Institute of Chicago

Antecedentdor three motifsin Caravaggio 1608
1. Fountainof blood
2. Barredprisonwindow

11. Rope or chain on the facade of the prison



c.1455 Rogiervan der Weyden and early
Netherlandish painting. | 2y 0 Ay dzSa

. Il Rogiervan der Weyden
1 8(1399:1464)
' Beheading of St John
¢ the Baptist panel from
& & .| Altarpiece of Saint
@ 2, .| John c. 1455,
¥ ¥ GemaldegalerigBerlin.

1. Fountainof blood
3. Archedportal with rusticatedquoins

7.Executioneholdsi KS KFANJ 2F 0KS . F LI A
8. Execution in the street in front of the prison.
hd W2KYyQa NBR IIFIN¥YSyYyd Aa | aey

12. Executionergivesthe . I LJ(Head fioGalome



c.1455 Thearch-motif in the Miraflorestriptychsby
Rogiervan der Weyden

Wiy ol il o8 o T R =N n
~Saint John Triptych, c. 1455, Gemaldegalerie, Berlin.
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Mary or O Mi r ad. 1487t emdldegilerie,Berfnc h ,
The Saint John Triptych, c. 1454, and his earlier altarpiece ,the Mar
Wa AN FE2NBaAQ C¢CNALIIeOKIZ ORwvgennorT
SYLJX 28SR GKS Ul NDK Y2U0ATQ®d insitleK
anarch or doorway that resembles a church poriéhe arch was first
fully developed as a symbol of sanctity in Netherlandish painting by
Rogiervan derWerden followed by Petrus Christus abdericBouts. It
was eventually replaced by more naturalistic tendencies, but then a
revived as a deliberate archaism in the Renaissance.
K.M.Birkmeyey 'The Arch Motif in Netherlandish Painting of t
Fifteenth Century', Art Bulletin 43, 196




c. 1496HispaneFlemish

Juan deFlandes
(14501519),
Beheadingf St John
the Baptist Musée
d'art et d'histoire di
Ginevrac.1496.

Antecedentdor sixmotifsin Caravaggio 1608

1. Fountainof blood

2. Barredprisonwindow

3. Archedportal with rusticatedquoins

4. Window with aspectabr

9. W2 Krgd@armentisa symbol omartyrdom

12. Executionergivesthe . | LJ{iHead foSalome
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Cukas CranacEeﬁeaalng)f St John the Baptist
c. 1508, British Museum
Antecedentdor two motifsin Caravaggio 1608

6. Spectatorsare dividedinto separate groups of
women and men

8. Executionn the street
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AlbrectDurer, Beheadingf St John the Baptist510,woodcut

Antecedentdor sixmotifsin Caravaggio 1608

1. Fountainof blood

2. Barredprisonwindow

6. Spectatorsare dividedinto separate groups of women and men

7. Executioneholdsit KS KFANJ 2F GKS . F LIOA:
8. Execution in the street in front of the prison.
12.Executionergivesthe . I LJ{Head doGalome



1512 Regensburdavaria Germany

AlbrechtAltdorfer (c. 1480-- 1538),Beheadingf St John the Baptist,
1512,woodcut, British Museum, London.

Altdorfer 1512continuesnext LJI =



